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All Party Parliamentary Group on Deafness 

Meeting | 25 January 2016 | Minutes 

Committee Room 21, Palace of Westminster 

Present 

 Jim Fitzpatrick MP (chair) 

 Lilian Greenwood MP 

 Baroness Randerson 

 Lord Rennard 

Apologies 

 Debbie Abrahams MP 

 Kate Green MP 

 Tommy Sheppard MP 

 Lord Shipley 

In attendance 

 Molly Berry, Association of Teachers of Lipreading to Adults 

 Jim Edwards, Chair, UK Council on Deafness 

 Robert Geaney, Senior Public Affairs Officer, Action on Hearing Loss 

 Ross Matthewman, Parliamentary Manager, Sense 

 Dan Sumners, Senior policy adviser, Signature (minutes) 

 Roger Wicks, Director of Policy & Campaigns, Action on Hearing Loss 

Minutes of 7 December 2015 meeting 

1. No Members commented on the minutes when they were circulated. They were 

accepted as an accurate record of the meeting. 
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Minutes of 16 December 2015 meeting 

2. No Members commented on the minutes when they were circulated. They were 

accepted as an accurate record of the meeting. 

Update on the Action Plan on Hearing Loss 

3. NHS England had formed an action plan oversight group. Commissioning was the first 

issue it was working on. 

4. The oversight group formed a commissioning advisory group made up of Clinical 

Commissioning Groups, Commissioning Support Units, NHS England, Public Health 

England, Monitor, and the Hearing Loss and Deafness Alliance. 

5. The Alliance was central to the discussion at the first meeting. The advisory group 

largely adopted the Alliance’s commissioning principles and accepted the mild-

moderate-severe categorisation of hearing loss was unhelpful.  

6. Two subgroups, adult services and child services, would draft commissioning 

guidance. The guidance would be reviewed and approved by the advisory group. Any 

changes made by the advisory group would need to be approved by the relevant 

subgroup. 

7. The subgroups would meet for the first time on 9 February. 

Adult hearing screening 

8. The National Screening Committee (NSC) had not recommended an adult hearing 

screening programme. It would not review the decision for four years. 

9. The NSC said the evidence was too limited to establish the type of screening test to be 

used, the severity of hearing loss to target, the age of the population to be screened, 

and the frequency of screening. It also said the effectiveness of the long term use of 

hearing aids and of additional interventions aimed at improving the duration of hearing 

aid use was also uncertain. It said a randomised control trial was needed. 
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10. The decision was unfortunate. It seemed the NSC had focused on anecdotes about 

hearing aids being left in drawers, rather than the evidence about improved outcomes. 

11. The NSC decision contradicted the recognition of the action plan that hearing loss was 

an enormous personal, social and economic impact, and more needed to be done on 

prevention, early diagnosis and support for those who had permanent hearing loss. 

The challenge was too great to wait the five or so years it would take to conduct a 

randomised control trial of screening. 

12. The chair would write to the Secretary of State for Health to request a between him or 

the relevant Minister and the officers of the Group to discuss how to make sure hearing 

loss was identified and treated as early as possible. Members would also seek to ask 

Parliamentary Questions about the NSC decision. 

Update on hearing aids 

13. All CCGs had paused their consultations about reducing access to hearing aids 

pending publication of the commissioning guidance. However, North Staffordshire was 

going ahead with its cuts and the risk of further rationing remained. 

14. It was important people were giving good information about access to hearing aids. For 

example, private businesses which had Any Qualified Provider status should mention 

NHS aids when marketing private digital aids. 

15. The chair would email all Members asking them to submit an application for a 

Westminster Hall debate about deafness and hearing loss. In particular, the cuts to 

hearing aid provision that have been made or proposed, progress against the action 

plan, and the NSC decision. 

16. The chair would discuss a potential public health campaign with the Secretary of State 

or health Ministers. Amongst other things, it would aim to inform people about hearing 

aid provision and encourage them to have their hearing assessed. 

17. Members would seek to ask Parliamentary Questions about the information AQPs must 

provide to people in their marketing. 
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Lipreading classes 

18. The Association of Teachers of Lipreading to Adults (ATLA) asked the APPG on 

Deafness to support their efforts to increase and raise awareness of 'lipreading and 

managing hearing loss' classes. 

19. Molly Berry made a presentation (Appendix 1). She asked for the support of the APPG 

to secure funding for lipreading classes. 

20. Lipreading classes would be included in the briefings for a Westminster Hall debate 

about deafness and hearing loss. Members would also seek to ask Parliamentary 

Questions about lipreading classes. 

Adult education 

21. Jim Edwards, chair of the UK Council on Deafness and chief executive of Signature, 

explained there was a need to focus on adult education with respect to deafness 

because 

a. the number of deaf people according to their ability still lagged behind their 

hearing peers; and 

b. the number of people taking qualifications in communication with deaf people 

was falling. 

22. The devolution of adult skills policy had its merits, but it meant skills which were of 

national importance might not be identified as a local priority. 

23. Adult education would be included in the briefings for a Westminster Hall debate about 

deafness and hearing loss. Members would also seek to ask Parliamentary Questions 

about adult education with respect to deafness. 

Next meeting 

24. The next meeting would be in February/March. Dan Sumners would contact Members. 

http://atlalipreading.org.uk/
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Actions 

1. Chair to write to the Secretary of State for Health, requesting a meeting to discuss the 

NSC decision, hearing aid provision, lipreading classes and a public health campaign. 

2. Members to submit applications for a Westminster Hall debate about hearing loss and 

deafness. 

3. Members to ask Parliamentary Questions about 

a. the NSC decision; 

b. AQP providers; 

c. lipreading classes; and 

d. adult education. 
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Appendix 1 | ATLA presentation
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